
Emergency Preparedness 
Public Health Nursing 
(EPPHN) Program

Student Nurse Orientation



Objectives

• List (3) focus areas of the Emergency Preparedness Public 
Health Nurse (EPPHN) Program in Los Angeles County.

• Define “community resilience.”
• Describe the role of Public Health in promoting community 

resilience in L.A. County.
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U.S. Geological Survey: Preparedness Now Video
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Emergency Preparedness 
Public Health Nursing Group
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LA County SPA Map
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Program Background

• EPPHN Program began with federal funding 
• Extension of EPRD (Emergency Preparedness and Response 

Division) in the Service Planning Areas (SPAs) to advance 
preparedness and support outbreak response activities



Emergency Preparedness
Public Health Nurses

• Mission:
The EPPHN Program promotes the capacity of Los Angeles 
County residents, along with the DPH work force, to respond 
to and recover from the effects of natural disasters, 
bioterrorism, and emerging infectious disease outbreaks.

• Vision:
“Community resilience against natural  disasters, man made 
disasters, and emerging public health threats”



EPPHN Program Focus Areas

• Community Preparedness
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• Mass Prophylaxis
• Workforce Preparedness



Mass Prophylaxis

• Points of Dispensing (PODS) – i.e H1N1
• Flu Coordinators for annual community influenza outreaches
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Other Notable Outbreaks
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Increase in Vaccine Preventable Diseases:
• Pertussis Outbreak (unvaccinated children)             2010
• Measles Outbreak-Disneyland               2014
• Meningitis Outbreak (MSM)             2016
• Hepatitis A (homeless)              2017
• Measles (unvaccinated travelers)              2019
Pandemics:

Ebola 2014
Zika Virus              2016



Workforce Preparedness

• Drills, exercises

• Training

• Presentations, updates, and in-services

• EP supplies: order and maintain



Workforce Preparedness: PPE Training
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Workforce Preparedness: Smallpox Practicum 
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Community Preparedness

Ensure that Los Angeles County 
residents have the ability to prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from 
public health threats.



Community Preparedness

• Collaboration with other organizations and community 
members to promote emergency preparedness (EP)

• Community outreach
• Community training and education
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Collaboration with
Faith-Based Organizations

• Are you going to feed the 
multitudes or close your 
doors?

• What is your expectation of 
your congregation in a 
disaster?



Collaboration with American Red Cross

House displaced people due to fires, floods, train derailments as 
well as earthquakes.  We assist the shelters utilizing mutual aid.



Community Outreach: Public Health Week
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Emergency Preparedness:  Public Health Campaigns
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Hands Only CPR Initiative
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395148847878407





Los Angeles County Community Disaster Resilience 
Project

• Goal: Increase the readiness of communities and the people 
who live there to prepare for, respond to, and recover from a 
natural disaster, other emergency, or public health event

• 3 year pilot phase
• 16 communities selected
• Two program models: Preparedness and Resilience
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Moving from Me to We……

Individual Resilience
• Emergency Kits
• Emergency Plans
• Individual Training/Training

Community Resilience
• Assessing and addressing 

community vulnerabilities
• Developing Community 

partnerships
• Community training and 

education
• Community preparedness 

networks



What is Community Resilience?

• A community’s ability to… 
– Stay strong and recover from the different challenges 

caused by natural or human-made disasters. 
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Percent of Households Who Feel Prepared to Handle a 
Large-Scale Disaster or Emergency – by SPA
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Source: 2015 Los Angeles County Health Survey; Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.



Percent of Adults (18+ years old) Who are Confident that the 
County’s Public Health System Can Respond Effectively to 
Protect the Health of the Public – by SPA
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Source: 2015 Los Angeles County Health Survey; Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.



Emergency Preparedness Resources
• Department of Public Health (DPH) EPRP Website

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eprp/
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eprp/


Remember….
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Thank You!!
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